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Article deals with the historic-ethnographical
importance of development of the main traditional
branches of decorative-applied arts of Ganja. Basic
skill characteristics of these handicraft branches of
the end of XIX century for the first time were sys-
tematic investigated. Also, have been researched
the typical features and development perspectives
of teaching of local traditional decorative-applied
arts at the higher educational establishments in
Ganja.

Ganja is of the ancient cities of the world and
this city has more than 3000 years old. One of the
areas of initially appeared human civilization was
an integral part of Azerbaijan, the historical land
of the city Ganja. Scientific and archaeological re-
searches have proved that Ganja was cradle of sci-
ence and culture not only of Azerbaijan, but also of
the whole East.

The majority of historical monuments, that are
demonstrate the 3000 thousand year history of Gan-
ja, which is the national wealth of our people, today
gain unique place in the expositions of world’s mu-
seums. In state and private museums of Metropolis,
Munich, Berlin, Hamburg, Louvre, Paris, Moscow,
St. Petersburg and other cities rare and valuable ex-
hibits, that concern to the history of ancient Ganja
are preserved.

Late in XIX — early in XX centuries in Ganja
were developed such traditional handicraft branch-
es as carpet-making, masonry, ceramics trade,
metal-making trades. During this historical period
these kinds of decorative-applied art had some typi-
cal features.

Many different wares of these handicraft
branches are guarded in museums. In Ganja in the
territory of Ganja State Historical-Local Lore Mu-
seum named after Nizami Ganjavi some unique pat-
terns of different kinds of local traditional decora-
tive — applied art are preserved, too.

Investigation and also teaching of these handi-
craft branches of Ganja of the end of XIX century is
very necessary. On the basis of scientific materials
it is very important to research different wares of
decorative-applied arts of ancient Ganja. Teaching
of these handicraft branches at schools is so neces-
sary too, because:

1. The formation of pottery on the territory of
ancient Ganja is concern to the stages of ancient

history. Basis on research works carried out by the
various persons in XIX century and experts-arche-
ologists at the beginning of XX century in old ruins
of the city and surrounding areas there were found
different samples of pottery [1].

First of all, there have been discovered, that
initial ceramic production in Ganja and its sur-
rounding regions are belong to the VIII-VII mil-
lennium BC. From the history point of view, these
ancient clay vessels, belonging to the Neolithic
stage, are differing from the pottery samples of
the neighboring ethnic in a number characteristic.
These differences are seen in preparing technol-
ogy, also in the area of external surface decora-
tion. In Ganja during many centuries ceramic trade
was one the main handicraft branches. Different
wares of this kind of decorative-applied art were
considered as the qualitative and graceful patterns
in whole of the country.

Ceramic patterns of Ganja of the second half
of XIX century have many characteristic handicraft
features. During this historical period in Ganja have
been prepared different ceramic wares with vari-
ous constructive — plastic forms. Seheng, shegreng,
kupe, jurdeck, kuze were the main water crockeries
of Ganja in the XIX—XX centuries. Basic kitchen
ceramic utensils were considered cholmek, qazan,
qazancha, kuvey, dopu, helimdun, ashsyuzen and
others [2].

The most part of earthenwares of Ganja dur-
ing this period had different local traditional orna-
ments. Many of these wares are decorated with ge-
ometric, botanical designs and figures of domestic,
also wild animals, but always graceful and effec-
tive. The major parts of these traditional ceramic
wares of Ganja have stamps (handicraft stamps).
Late in XIX — early in XX centuries in this ancient
city was a great district — «mehelle», which called
«Duluschular» («Pottersy). In the territory of this
district during many centuries lived and worked
craftsmen of this trade [3].

We propose a motion for investigation, also
teaching of ceramic trade of Ganja just in this city.
At first, in the territory of Javad khan street of
Ganja this year (in 2012) was built the scientific —
applied centre of national traditional ceramic
trade. Here it is possible to product different pot-
tery wares. Also, in Ganja branch (former Ganja
Regional Scientific Centre) of Azerbaijan National
Academy of Sciences were compiled and pub-
lished some scientific-methodical monographs,
articles on the theme of investigation of ceramics
trade of Ganja by scientists [4].

These scientific-educational supplies is very
necessary on teaching of the history and character-
istic trade of this handicraft branch at Ganja State
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University, Ganja humanitarian college, also at
Azerbaijan Technology University.

2. The craftsmanship of carpet-making is one
of the important cultural achievements of the East-
ern people in Azerbaijan production of carpets ap-
peared in the I millennium BC. But carpet-mak-
ing in the first period of Middle Ages has turned
to the in depend sphere of craft. In Ganja, that has
minimum 3000 years history, production og carpets
differed with quickly development. In this ancient
city, that is native land of great Azerbaijani poet and
thinker Sheikh Nizami Ganjavi, were weaved very
uncial, inimitable kinds of carpet. In Ganja, that has
rich traditions, were prepared carpets with various
characteristics. For this reason one of Azerbaijani
carpet groups are Ganja carpets or (Ganja—Kazakh
carpets). Pay attention that in Ganja namely local
kinds of carpets—palaz (carpets without of pile)
are weaved. These carpets that are producing by
local inhabitants are differing with specific handi-
craft features. During XIX century in Ganja were
produced different kinds of local national carpets.
These wares are important historical-ethnographi-
cal sources. It is very necessary to protect all pat-
terns of traditional carpets of Ganja of this historical
period [5].

Also, teaching of these decorative-applied
art wares on the basis of scientific materials is ur-
gent problem. In Ganja during XIX—XX centuries
were prepared such carpet — making trade wares
as khalcha, palaz, kylim, khaly, kebe, chul, verny
and etc. [6].

During many centuries carpets of Ganja dif-
fered from other carpet wares for their typical
handicraft features. This carpet kind had very vari-
ous decorative-ornamental characteristics. Buta,
also different geometric and botanical ornaments
are considered as the basic decorative-handi-
craft accounts of local traditional carpet wares
of Ganja [7].

Today the youth of the Azerbaijan Republic
would learn this ancient traditional kind of handi-
craft. In our country we have specialists of this
branch and at some colleges; universities are teach-
ing different kinds of traditional decorative — ap-
plied arts such as carpet — making trade. But also
we have to pay attention to this fact, that in our
villages of Ganjabasar (Western part of the Azer-
baijan Republic) region lived many women (also
men), who considered the elderly specialists of this
ancient trade.

3. Ganja and its surrounded territory are also
rich with different stones. Presentation of white
and in mountain and Aran Karabakh and also lime,
travertip and marble building stones in and around
Ganja, pure white, a lot of colored agates, chalse-
dons, viel, ametist, obsidian, agates, crystal and
other kind of rare colored stones in the river ba-
sins of Shahdag, Kecheldag, and other territories

created favorable ground for developing in this
ancient country from ancient times stone cutting,
stone grind, stone polishing and for building great
modern, columned, arched, circled and four- cor-
nered buildings here. In the second half of XIX
century in Ganja one of the main traditional handi-
craft branches was a masonry trade. During this
historical period masonry trade differed with its
speedy development [4—6].

For this period masonry trade was considered
the basic indicator of development of local tradi-
tional architecture. Main and more popular wares
of masonry trade of Ganja in the XIX century were
architectural and construction buildings [8], epi-
graphically monuments, epitaphs (sepulchral stones
with calligraphy) [9].

Basic models of the national masonry trade of
Ganja for this period are considered the dwelling
houses and public buildings. Common quantity of
these historical buildings is more than 200. But the
main epigraphically wares of Ganja of this period
are stony models («shebeke») and stells of Ganja
Imamzadeh tomb, also Shah Abbas mosque.

In the territory of Ganja there are many epi-
taphs wares. During XIX—XX centuries here lived
some popular lapidaries. In the territory of this
ancient city were preserved a lot of models of this
handicraft branch. In «Sebzikar» grave-yard, also in
the territory of cemetery of «Imamzadeh» complex
there are more than 150 epitaphs of this historical
period. These epitaphs are considered the main
sepulchral stones with calligraphy of the end of
XIX century of Ganja [10].

At Azerbaijan State Agrarian University, Azer-
baijan Technology University and Ganja State Uni-
versity in Ganja have been prepared some methodi-
cal-scientific supplies on the theme of investigation
and teaching of this ancient traditional handicraft
branch [11].

We must say, that is very necessary to teach
the main handicraft features of traditional decora-
tive-applied arts of Ganja of the XIX-XX centu-
ries. Also in Ganja branch of Azerbaijan National
Academy of Sciences during 2011-2012 years
were systematic investigated the basic national
characteristics of these trades and published some
scientific works. In the future we have to continue
our researches in the field of learning, investiga-
tion and teaching of these main traditional handi-
craft branches of Ganja.
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